
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2019 TAF.  The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045.  The scenarios do not include the impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19).  For more 

information see the write-up 2019 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios for Large and 

Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

CMH medium 2010 3,125,287 3,125,287 3,125,287

CMH medium 2011 3,145,303 3,145,303 3,145,303

CMH medium 2012 3,110,748 3,110,748 3,110,748

CMH medium 2013 3,053,259 3,053,259 3,053,259

CMH medium 2014 3,102,511 3,102,511 3,102,511

CMH medium 2015 3,229,898 3,229,898 3,229,898

CMH medium 2016 3,522,423 3,522,423 3,522,423

CMH medium 2017 3,639,539 3,639,539 3,639,539

CMH medium 2018 3,891,913 3,891,913 3,891,913

CMH medium 2019e 4,139,437 4,212,396 4,090,887

CMH medium 2020 4,397,833 4,634,950 4,144,995

CMH medium 2021 4,480,338 4,709,739 4,108,233

CMH medium 2022 4,558,945 4,885,643 4,133,318

CMH medium 2023 4,634,241 5,063,498 4,156,224

CMH medium 2024 4,706,669 5,127,938 4,179,667

CMH medium 2025 4,781,483 5,263,783 4,211,641

CMH medium 2026 4,859,879 5,410,222 4,247,363

CMH medium 2027 4,943,721 5,569,593 4,279,748

CMH medium 2028 5,034,286 5,732,379 4,312,662

CMH medium 2029 5,128,474 5,920,877 4,348,313

CMH medium 2030 5,226,815 6,105,593 4,375,775

CMH medium 2031 5,329,399 6,267,568 4,387,720

CMH medium 2032 5,434,398 6,419,985 4,409,609

CMH medium 2033 5,539,309 6,575,418 4,434,563

CMH medium 2034 5,644,116 6,729,696 4,451,366

CMH medium 2035 5,750,713 6,877,875 4,459,407

CMH medium 2036 5,860,473 7,014,762 4,461,869

CMH medium 2037 5,967,878 7,154,742 4,460,149

CMH medium 2038 6,074,636 7,301,198 4,458,719

CMH medium 2039 6,180,402 7,447,363 4,458,818

CMH medium 2040 6,287,074 7,595,391 4,459,052

CMH medium 2041 6,395,107 7,727,620 4,457,497

CMH medium 2042 6,503,606 7,850,642 4,453,618

CMH medium 2043 6,614,170 7,977,901 4,449,534

CMH medium 2044 6,726,913 8,100,073 4,443,591

CMH medium 2045 6,843,992 8,217,843 4,436,662

2019 TAF Enplanements Forecast Scenarios

Page 2



0

1,000,000

2,000,000

3,000,000

4,000,000

5,000,000

6,000,000

7,000,000

8,000,000

9,000,000

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045

En
p

la
n

e
m

e
n

t 
Le

ve
l

Fiscal Year

TAF Enplanements Scenarios

Total Enplanements (Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Pessimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements (Baseline)

Page 3



Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

CMH medium 2010 138,133 138,133 138,133

CMH medium 2011 135,924 135,924 135,924

CMH medium 2012 132,259 132,259 132,259

CMH medium 2013 127,172 127,172 127,172

CMH medium 2014 125,070 125,070 125,070

CMH medium 2015 125,050 125,050 125,050

CMH medium 2016 128,882 128,882 128,882

CMH medium 2017 128,754 128,754 128,754

CMH medium 2018 132,941 132,941 132,941

CMH medium 2019 135,319 135,319 135,319

CMH medium 2020 140,443 147,241 134,362

CMH medium 2021 141,196 154,716 127,389

CMH medium 2022 140,709 155,023 122,891

CMH medium 2023 139,462 156,648 119,946

CMH medium 2024 140,535 160,695 119,292

CMH medium 2025 142,368 162,675 119,549

CMH medium 2026 144,277 166,349 120,143

CMH medium 2027 146,303 170,099 121,077

CMH medium 2028 148,482 174,186 121,939

CMH medium 2029 150,744 178,263 122,749

CMH medium 2030 153,101 182,987 123,637

CMH medium 2031 155,550 188,021 123,893

CMH medium 2032 158,046 191,997 124,133

CMH medium 2033 160,542 195,661 124,574

CMH medium 2034 163,038 199,403 125,095

CMH medium 2035 165,576 203,164 125,452

CMH medium 2036 168,183 206,843 125,578

CMH medium 2037 170,738 210,042 125,507

CMH medium 2038 173,278 213,371 125,374

CMH medium 2039 175,795 216,852 125,238

CMH medium 2040 178,333 220,377 125,178

CMH medium 2041 180,901 223,915 125,163

CMH medium 2042 183,482 227,075 125,054

CMH medium 2043 186,107 230,056 124,918

CMH medium 2044 188,779 233,135 124,775

CMH medium 2045 191,546 236,142 124,616
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